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Welcome to Fulbright Slovakia

With a legacy spanning over 30 years and a growing network of 850+ alumni from
both countries, the Fulbright Program in Slovakia has been building bridges between
the United States and Slovakia through academic collaboration, cultural understanding,
and life-long friendships.

Each year, American students, scholars, teachers, and professionals bring their talent
and curiosity to Slovak institutions, contributing to innovative research, immersive
teaching, and intercultural dialogue, and Slovaks do the same in the United States.

Whether you are a recent graduate eager to explore Central Europe or a seasoned
academic looking to deepen your research in a global context, Fulbright Slovakia offers
you a unique opportunity to join a powerful legacy of intellectual discovery, cultural
connection, and long-term impact.

Professor of Law,

U.S. Air Force Academy
“Fulbright Slovakia gave me
more than just a professional
opportunity—it gave me a

deep connection to the country.
Discussing complex ideas

with students, forming lasting
friendships with colleagues, and
immersing myself in the country’s
rich culture made the experience
unforgettable. Even after leaving,
I couldn't stay away.”

Faculty Affiliate and Senior Consultant
to the William Davidson Institute

at the University of Michigan

“As a Fulbright Scholar at the University of
Presov, | had a privilege of engaging with
dedicated faculty and talented students.
The support | received from University
colleagues made my experience very
meaningful and productive. The academic
collaboration and cultural exchange provided
me with a deep appreciation for Slovak
culture and its system of higher education.
I am very grateful for this experience
which greatly enriched my professional
and personal journey.”




Years of
Academic
Exchange
and Impact

The Fulbright Program in Slovakia is administered by the J. William Fulbright
Commission for Educational Exchange in the Slovak Republic, a bi-national, non-
profit organization established in 1994 by an executive agreement between the Go-
vernment of the United States of America and the Government of the Slovak Republic.
The program is built on a strong partnership between the U.S. and Slovak governments.

Our Mission is to promote mutual understanding between the people of the United
States and Slovakia through educational and cultural exchange of the highest academic
standards.




Reasons to Choose
‘Slovakia for Your
Fulbright

Slovakia’s Fulbright Program strikes the perfect balance — intimate enough to foster
close bonds across disciplines, yet broad enough for a dynamic network. You'l
enjoy strong personal and professional support from peers and the Fulbright Slovakia
team, who are with you every step of the way — from your first inquiry to your return
home. They’ll even help you discover the best café spots in Bratislava or KoSice.

Nestled in the heart of Europe, Slovakia offers a compelling blend of East and West. lts
fascinating setting has been shaped by centuries of transformation—from the Roman
frontier and the Austro-Hungarian Empire to the Velvet Revolution and modern EU
integration. Slovakia’s rich and layered history comes to life in its medieval towns,
castles, and enduring traditions. Each region tells its own story, making the country an
ideal destination for those interested in Central European identity, cultural studies,
or historical research.

At the crossroads of Central Europe, Slovakia is perfectly positioned for travel and
collaboration. Major cities like Vienna, Budapest, Prague, and Warsaw are just a few
hours away by train or bus, making weekend getaways and international research
trips both easy and affordable. Reliable infrastructure, public transport network, strong
digital connectivity, and a stable economy within the eurozone make it easy to focus
on your academic goals—without breaking the bank.




4. Nature at Your Doorstep

Slovakia’s natural beauty adds a unique backdrop to the Fulbright experience.
Explore the jagged peaks of the High Tatras, ski alpine slopes in winter, or wander
the wildflower meadows of Slovak Paradise. Discover hidden castles atop forested
hills, kayak through winding rivers, or cycle the countryside between vineyard-dotted
villages. As a relatively small and navigable country, you can travel from mountain
trails to the capital city in just a few hours—making weekends rich with discovery.
Here, nature isn‘t a getaway; it's part of daily life.

5. Safe, Friendly & Balanced

Slovakia offers a secure and safe environment and refreshing work-life balance with
a pace that allows time for exploration, reflection, and community. Locals are friendly
and down-to-earth, making it easy to feel at home. Adding to this lifestyle is Slovakia’s
vibrant coffee culture. From cozy cafés tucked into medieval town centers to modern
espresso bars in tech-forward cities like Bratislava and KoSice, cafés often double as
social and intellectual hubs, perfect for writing, informal meetings, or simply soaking
in the local atmosphere.

Whether you'‘re visiting a village festival, hiking in the Tatras, or attending a university

seminar, you'll find genuine hospitality and a sense of calm balance that makes
life — and learning — more meaningful.
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Discover Slovakia's
Higher Education
System

Slovakia offers a well-established network of Higher Education Institutions (HEIs)
known for academic excellence, research innovation, and cultural accessibility.
For Fulbright students and scholars, it presents distinctive opportunities to
engage in cutting-edge research, interdisciplinary study, and collaborative
teaching across diverse fields.

As a member of the European Research Area and a participant in Horizon Europe,
Slovakia maintains dynamic international research ties. Many universities have international
offices that support exchanges and project-based collaboration. With supportive faculty,
growing internationalization, and investment in research and innovation, Slovakia provides
fertile ground for academic and personal growth.

Types of Higher Education Institutions

Slovakia’s HEIs are classified into three main categories:

+  Public Universities (20) — State-funded and the most prevalent; offer a wide
range of accredited programs and conduct significant research.

+  State Institutions (3) — Specialized institutions such as military, police,
and healthcare academies.

+  Private Universities (10) — Privately funded, offering tailored programs in select
disciplines.

All Slovak HEIs operate under the supervision and accreditation of the Ministry of
Education, Research, Development and Youth of the Slovak Republic, ensuring
quality and academic consistency. However, public universities have a long and well-
established tradition in Slovak higher education, unlike private institutions, which are
relatively new and offer a more limited range of programs.

Levels of Study

Slovakia follows the structure of the Bologna Process — offering bachelor‘s, master‘s
and doctoral degrees — ensuring compatibility with academic systems across Europe
and supporting the international recognition of qualifications.This structure allows for
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transparent progression, international mobility, and the transfer of academic credits
across European institutions through the standardized European Credit Transfer and
Accumulation System (ECTS).

English-Taught Programs and Research Opportunities

Slovak universities offer over 200 accredited bachelor’s and master’s programs
and more than 200 doctoral programs in English. Whether your focus is in science,
humanities, technology, or the arts, you'll find opportunities to collaborate on innovative
research. Public universities do not charge tuition fees for full-time study in Slovak,
while programs in English — and those at private institutions — may charge tuition set
by the institution.

Academic Calendar and Coursework

The academic year runs from September 1 to August 31 and is divided into two
semesters:
+  Fall semester (Winter semester):
Courses typically run from mid-September through December, with exams in
January through mid-February.
+  Spring semester (Summer semester):
Courses begin in mid-February and end in May, followed by exams in June.

During the semester, students and scholars participate in lectures, seminars, lab work,
research projects, or practical training.

Campus Culture in Slovakia: What to Expect

Slovak campus culture is generally more formal and academically focused than
what U.S. students and scholars may be used to. While American campuses often
emphasize student life, extracurricular activities, and campus-based social events,
Slovak universities tend to place greater emphasis on academic independence and
self-directed learning.

Professors are typically addressed by their academic titles, and the classroom environment
may feel more traditional and hierarchical. However, students and faculty are friendly
and approachable once rapport is built—especially through small seminars, labs, or
collaborative projects. Unlike the centralized, residential feel of many U.S. campuses,
Slovak students often commute or live off-campus, and student organizations or clubs,
while present, are usually less institutionalized.

Still, Slovak universities foster a strong sense of academic community, and international
students are warmly welcomed. Adapting to this culture offers a valuable perspective on
academic life in Europe and encourages independence, initiative, and intercultural exchange.
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What and Where:
Study & Research
Opportunities in
Slovakia through
Fulbright

Explore Slovakia’s Leading
Public Universities

by Field of Study

and Research Focus

Zilina

10,000 students
Martin Presov
2,000 students 2,000 students
Trenéin
2,500 students Banska Bystrica Kofice
12,000 students 23,000 students
Trnava Zvolen
LR 2,000 students
Nitra
. 13,000 studants
Bratislava
58,000 students

Total number of students: 143,000
Slovak students: 117,000
International students: 26,000



Science, Technology & Digital Innovation

Slovakia offers a dynamic landscape for STEM education and research,
characterized by strong institutional specializations, rapid advancement in digital
transformation, and close integration with industry and EU-funded innovation
networks.

At the forefront is the Slovak University of Technology in Bratislava (STU), the
country’s leading technical university for engineering, informatics, and applied
innovation. Its Faculty of Electrical Engineering and Information Technology and
Faculty of Informatics and Information Technologies are nationally acclaimed for
research excellence in artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, software engineering,
and smart infrastructure. Through close collaboration with global tech firms and
participation in Horizon Europe, STU fosters high-impact work in automation, robotics,
loT, and digital entrepreneurship.

In the east, the Technical University of Kosice (TUKE) is a leader in mechanical,
civil, aerospace, and cybernetics engineering, and a driving force in Slovakia’s
digital transformation. Its Faculty of Electrical Engineering and Informatics focuses
on cloud computing, machine learning, and cybersecurity, while its Center for
Intelligent Technologies supports cutting-edge research in digital twin simulations,
Industry 4.0, and predictive maintenance. TUKE's integration into the KoSice innovation
ecosystem—including IT Valley and major European research networks — encourages
synergies across academic disciplines.

The University of Zilina (UNIZA), in central-northern Slovakia, specializes in intelligent
transportation systems, telecommunications, and cyber-physical infrastructure.
Its strength lies in combining digital technologies with logistics, traffic modeling,
and secure communications, offering scholars a systems-level perspective ideal for
research in smart mobility, autonomous vehicles, and green infrastructure. UNIZA’'s
partnerships with industry leaders like Siemens and Slovak Railways provide real-
-world impact and application.

Rounding out the digital research landscape is Comenius University in Bratislava
(UK), where the Faculty of Mathematics, Physics and Informatics conducts advanced
research in data security, quantum computing, and computational intelligence.
The university’s interdisciplinary approach creates opportunities for cross-cutting study
between informatics and the natural sciences.
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https://www.stuba.sk/english
https://www.fei.stuba.sk/english
https://www.fiit.stuba.sk/en
https://www.tuke.sk/en
https://fei.tuke.sk/en
https://www.uniza.sk/index.php/en/
https://uniba.sk/en/
https://uniba.sk/en/
https://fmph.uniba.sk/en

Spotlight on Innovation and Excellence

Comenius University Science Park — A Flagship Hub
for Innovation and Interdisciplinary Research

The Science Park of Comenius University in Bratislava is an innovation center
located at Slovakia’s oldest and most prestigious university. Established with support
from the European Union and the Slovak government, the park serves as a vital platform
for advancing scientific discovery, technology transfer, and international collaboration.
The Science Park supports interdisciplinary research and applied innovation in high-
-priority fields, such as biomedicine, environmental medicine and biotechnology.

Its mission is to bridge academic research and industry, transforming scientific knowledge
into practical solutions for societal and economic challenges—locally and globally.

The park houses modern lab infrastructure, core research facilities, and startup
incubators, enabling researchers to pursue advanced experimentation, data analysis,
and prototype development. Multidisciplinary teams of scientists, doctoral students,
and engineers work together across departments, fostering an environment of
creativity and knowledge exchange.



https://cusp.uniba.sk/en/
https://cusp.uniba.sk/en/

East Slovak Space Cluster (ESSC)

Based in KosSice, Slovakia’s second-largest city and emerging tech hub, the East Slovak
Space Cluster (ESSC) is a newly founded innovation platform that brings together
universities, research institutes, startups, and corporate partners with a shared mission:
advancing space-related technologies and education.

Founded in 2025, the ESSC promotes interdisciplinary research in satellite tech-
nologies, Earth observation, data science, and space policy.

The cluster’s five founding members include:

+ Institute of Experimental Physics, Slovak Academy of Sciences
+  Technical University of KoSice

+ Pavol Jozef Safarik University in Kosice

+  Deutsche Telekom IT Solutions

+  Slovak Space Office

For Fulbright scholars and students, ESSC offers opportunities to engage in collaborative
STEM research, innovation policy, and public outreach—ideal for scholars with interests
in technology, climate resilience, digital transformation, and education.

Centre for Functional and Surface-Functionalized Glass
(FunGlass)

Located at Alexander Dubéek University of Trenc¢in (TNUNI), FunGlass is one of
only ten EU Horizon 2020 Centres of Excellence in Europe. The center focuses on
developing advanced glass and ceramic materials with applications in biomedicine,
energy, electronics, and environmental sustainability.

With partners in Germany, Spain, and ltaly, FunGlass offers Fulbright scholars access to:
Cutting-edge interdisciplinary research
High-tech laboratory facilities
Opportunities for international collaboration on EU-funded projects

Whether you're an early-career researcher or an established scholar, FunGlass presents
a compelling space for scientific exploration and innovation.
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Biological, Medical & Health Sciences

Slovakia offers a growing and internationally connected environment for medical
and life sciences study, blending academic tradition with cutting-edge biomedical
research.

At the forefront is Comenius University in Bratislava (UK), the nation’s oldest and
largest institution. lts Faculty of Medicine and Faculty of Natural Sciences lead in
biomedicine, pharmaceutical research, and chemical sciences, with extensive
clinical and laboratory infrastructure supporting translational research.

The Jessenius Faculty of Medicine in Martin, part of Comenius University, offers a
fully English-taught MD program and strong clinical integration through its university
hospital. It is a hub for medical education, simulation-based learning, and cross-
border research in primary care and internal medicine.

Pavol Jozef Safarik University in Kosice (UPJS) distinguishes itself with advanced
programs in genetics, neuroscience, and clinical medicine, supported by state-of-
the-art research centers and its Faculty of Medicine’s growing role in neuroimmunology
and personalized healthcare.

-



https://uniba.sk/en/
https://www.fmed.uniba.sk/en/
https://fns.uniba.sk/en
https://www.jfmed.uniba.sk/en
https://www.upjs.sk/en/

Environmental Studies & Sustainability

Slovakia’s natural diversity, forested terrain, and strong environmental heritage
make it an ideal destination for U.S. students and scholars interested in ecology,
climate policy, and sustainable development.

The Slovak University of Agriculture in Nitra (SPU) is a national leader in agro-
ecology, sustainable farming, and environmental policy. Its focus on green
technologies in agriculture and rural innovation supports applied research tied closely
to food systems and environmental resilience. The university is also home to the
AgroBioTech Research Centre, a state-of-the-art facility supporting interdisciplinary
research in agrobiology, biotechnology, agroecology, and biobased technologies.
The center fosters collaboration between academic, industry, and international partners,
with strong emphasis on sustainable innovation and bioeconomy.

The Technical University in Zvolen (TUZVO) stands out as a rare European institution
which integrates environmental responsibility into its broad spectrum of technical and
ecological programs. TUZVQO's academic portfolio spans from forestry, with a strong
emphasis on biodiversity and sustainable forest management; eco-engineering
and information technologies for environmental solutions; wood sciences connected
to circular bioeconomy and green design; and ecology and environmental sciences
offering innovative research in climate adaptation and conservation.

The Institute of High Mountain Biology, University of Zilina (UNIZA), located in
the High Tatras, offers one-of-a-kind opportunities to study alpine and subalpine
ecosystems. Established in 2000, the institute focuses on the biological processes
of the Western Carpathians and is a key site for researching climate change impacts
on mountain biodiversity.
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https://uniag.sk/en/main-page
https://www.tuzvo.sk/en
https://vuvb.uniza.sk/index.php/en/

Economics, Business & Finance

Slovakia offers a dynamic academic environment for U.S. students and scholars
pursuing studies and research in economics, business, and finance, with several
institutions providing distinct approaches and specialized strengths.

The Bratislava University of Economics and Business (EUBA) stands at the forefront
of business education in the region, holding the prestigious AACSB accreditation.
As Slovakia’s leading university for economics and business disciplines, EUBA offers
a wide portfolio of English-taught programs at the undergraduate, graduate, and
doctoral levels. EUBA’s strength lies in its strong integration of academic learning with
policy and practice. The university places a distinctive emphasis on sustainability,
digital innovation, and economic transformation, responding to pressing challenges
such as climate resilience, the digital economy, and social equity. Through its active
participation in EU research and policy networks, and its strategic location in the
capital city near governmental and financial institutions, EUBA offers Fulbright students
and scholars opportunities for meaningful engagement with public policy and European
economic governance.

The Technical University of KoSice (TUKE) brings a unique integration of economics
and technology. Its Faculty of Economics specializes in aligning economic theory
with industrial and digital applications, offering a practice-oriented education
rooted in innovation, logistics, and data systems. TUKE’s position as a research-driven
technical university fosters cross-sector collaboration, making it especially attractive to
scholars interested in economic applications in high-tech and industrial ecosystems.

At Comenius University’s (UK) Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences (FSEV),
students and researchers engage with economics through an interdisciplinary lens
that connects public policy, governance, and the social sciences. Known for its
forward-thinking curriculum and international outlook, FSEV cultivates critical analysis
and policy engagement, preparing graduates for leadership in public administration,
NGOs, and international institutions.
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https://euba.sk/en/
https://www.tuke.sk/en
https://ekf.tuke.sk/wps/portal
https://fses.uniba.sk/en/

Arts, Humanities & Social Sciences

Slovakia offers a rich intellectual environment for U.S. students and scholars
in the social sciences and humanities, shaped by its complex history, cultural
heritage, and Central European context.

Comenius University’s (UK) Faculty of Arts in Bratislava stands out for its depth in
philosophy, history, sociology, and linguistics, and is home to prominent research
institutes specializing in Slavic and Central European studies — making it a hub for
scholars exploring regional identity, language, and heritage.

The University of PreSov (UNIPO) adds a strong focus on education, social work,
and religious studies, with distinctive programs in intercultural communication and
minority relations that reflect the region’s ethnic and religious pluralism. lts emphasis
on applied research and community engagement makes it a compelling destination
for scholars interested in social inclusion and cultural dialogue.

The Matej Bel University (UMB) in Banska Bystrica complements this landscape
with interdisciplinary programs in political science, international relations, and public
policy. With a growing profile in European studies and global governance, UMB
provides opportunities to engage in contemporary issues of democracy, integration,
and regional development. As a proud member of the EMERGE European University
Alliance, UMB exemplifies the evolving role of higher education in society. Through the
UMB Engage initiative, its Centre for Community Partnerships, the university connects
students and scholars with local communities to address real-world challenges—ranging
from environmental sustainability to social inclusion. Its distinctive Service Learning
model integrates academic learning with civic action, creating space for impact-driven
education. For Fulbright scholars and students, UMB offers a space to not only teach
or research, but also serve and collaborate for change.

The Cyril and Methodius University in Trnava (UCM) offers a dynamic and inclusive
academic environment ideal for international students. Located in one of Slovakia’s
oldest towns, UCM combines a strong sense of tradition with a modern, forward-thinking
approach to teaching and research. The university offers programs in mass media,
international relations, public policy, or ethics, with increasing availability of English-
taught courses and research opportunities. Students benefit from close interaction with
faculty, smaller class sizes, and interdisciplinary learning environments that encourage
creativity and critical thinking. With its affordable cost of living, friendly atmosphere, and
proximity to Bratislava and Vienna, UCM in Trnava offers both academic growth and
rich cultural experiences—making it an ideal destination for globally-minded students.
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https://fphil.uniba.sk/en
https://www.unipo.sk/en
https://www.umb.sk/en/
https://www.ucm.sk/en/

The University of Trnava (TRUNI) blends deep humanistic tradition with a modern,
interdisciplinary focus. Its Faculty of Philosophy and Arts offers programs in
philosophy, history, ethics, religious studies, and cultural studies, with strong
engagement in Central European thought, memory studies, and intercultural dialogue.
TRUNI is also recognized for its strengths in bioethics, human rights, and the role of
religion in public life, making it a meaningful destination for scholars in ethics, theology,
and political philosophy. The Faculty of Health Sciences and Social Work expands this
mission with applied work in social inclusion, minority rights, and community health,
ideal for scholars in sociology, public policy, and social work.



https://www.truni.sk/en
https://ff.truni.sk/en

Law & Legal Studies

Legal education in Slovakia follows a unified, civil law-based curriculum across all
accredited faculties, offering comprehensive training in constitutional, criminal,
civil, and international law. While core programs are similar nationwide, each law
school offers unique strengths and research opportunities —especially relevant for
Fulbright scholars interested in comparative law, legal reform, or EU integration.

As Slovakia’s oldest and most prestigious law school, the Faculty of Law at Comenius
University (UK) plays a central role in legal education and scholarship. Located in
the capital city, the faculty offers expertise in constitutional law, EU law, criminal
justice, environmental law, and legal theory. Its active collaboration with the Slovak
judiciary, public institutions, and international organizations creates rich opportunities
for engaged teaching and comparative research.

The Faculty of Law at Pavol Jozef Safarik University in Kosice (UPJS) is known
for its excellence in international law, commercial law, and legal history, the faculty
places a special emphasis on Central and Eastern European legal systems, making
it an ideal setting for scholars pursuing comparative and regional research. Located
near Slovakia’s Constitutional Court, UPJS offers opportunities for students and
scholars to engage with real-world constitutional law in action. This proximity fosters
partnerships, guest lectures, and hands-on insights into democratic governance and
judicial processes in a post-socialist, EU-member state.

The Faculty of Law at Matej Bel University (UMB) combines rigorous legal training
with a strong focus on human rights, public policy, and legal education reform.
With its growing emphasis on interdisciplinary studies and community engagement,
UMB offers scholars a meaningful context to explore law in practice, including topics
like civic participation, public administration, and legal access.

The Faculty of Law at the University of Trnava (TRUNI) as one of the oldest academic
institutions in Slovakia—with a history dating back to the 17th century—Trnava’s law
faculty upholds a legacy of legal scholarship grounded in civil law systems and
canon law, while engaging actively in modern legal discourse, including human
rights, legal philosophy, and European private law. It offers an intellectually rich
environment for Fulbright scholars and students with interests in comparative law,
legal history, or cross-cultural legal education.
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https://www.flaw.uniba.sk/en
https://www.flaw.uniba.sk/en
https://www.upjs.sk/pravnicka-fakulta/en/
https://www.prf.umb.sk/en/
https://pf.truni.sk/en/international-relations

Fine Arts & Architecture

Slovakia offers a vital environment for creative and interdisciplinary study in
fine arts and architecture, supported by three distinctive institutions.

The Academy of Fine Arts and Design in Bratislava (VSVU) stands at the fore-
-front, offering bachelor‘s to doctoral programs in fine arts, design, architecture,
and restoration. It is a dynamic center of contemporary visual culture, where critical
thinking and creative exploration converge. Each semester ends with public exhibitions,
turning the academy’s buildings into open galleries that invite engagement between
students, professionals, and the public.

In Banska Bystrica, the Academy of Arts (AU) fosters artistic individuality through
programs in painting, sculpture, intermedia, and digital media. With a strong focus
on experimentation and personal expression, the school’s public exhibitions connect
emerging artists with the local community in a shared creative dialogue.

The Faculty of Arts at the Technical University of KoSice (TUKE) integrates art with
technology. It offers degrees in fine arts, design, and architecture, and emphasizes
interdisciplinary collaboration. Students participate in real-world projects that bridge
aesthetic innovation with technical application.



https://www.vsvu.sk/en/
https://aku.sk
https://fu.tuke.sk/wps/portal/fu/!ut/p/z1/04_Sj9CPykssy0xPLMnMz0vMAfIjo8zizSwNDdyNTQx8DXx8DA0CPc3NfJ1DTY2dfA30w_Wj9KOASgxwAEcDfS_9qPSc_CSIaY55ScYW6fpRRalpqUWpRXqlRUDhjJKSgmIrVQNVg_Lycr2S0uxUveJsVQNs6jPyi0v0I5CU6QcDcUF2XpVParguAO4djDg!/dz/d5/L0lHSkovd0RNQU5rQUVnQSEhLzROVkUvZW4!/

Slovak Academy of Sciences
Slovakia’s Premier Institution
for Scientific Research

The Slovak Academy of Sciences (SAV) is the leading public research institution in
Slovakia. As a non-university research institution with national reach, SAV serves
as a cornerstone of Slovakia’s scientific landscape — offering a rich environment for
basic and applied research, interdisciplinary collaboration, and international exchange.

SAV is instrumental in shaping Slovakia’s contribution to global science while supporting
societal, technological, and cultural development at home. It is deeply embedded in
international research networks and hosts numerous joint research projects, exchange
programs, and visiting scholars from across Europe and beyond.

With over 40 specialized institutes spanning the country — from Bratislava to KoSice,
Nitra, and Banska Bystrica — SAV combines expertise with regional diversity. Whether
your focus is biomedical science, political history, environmental sustainability, or cultural
studies, SAV provides the infrastructure, mentorship, and international networks to
support meaningful research. Here are some of the notable institutes:

+ Biomedical Research Center
A leader in molecular biology, oncology, and neuroscience, this center is
widely recognized for its research on cancer and neurodegenerative diseases,
and regularly hosts international collaborators

- Institute of Landscape Ecology
A hub for ecological monitoring, sustainability science, and climate impact
research, this institute offers field-based collaboration on Central European
ecosystems.

+ Institute of Virology
A top-tier research center specializing in molecular virology, immunology,
and antiviral therapies. Its researchers lead projects on emerging viruses,
vaccine development, and viral diagnostics, with a strong focus on both
human and animal health. Known for its high-impact research and global
collaborations, the institute offers Fulbright scholars an excellent environment
for advancing work in biomedicine, infectious disease, and public health.
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https://www.sav.sk/?lang=en
http://www.biomedcentrum.sav.sk/?lang=en
https://www.uke.sav.sk/en/
http://www.biomedcentrum.sav.sk/institutes/?lang=en

With cutting-edge labs and an interdisciplinary team, it’s a prime destination for
scholars tackling today’s most pressing virological challenges.

Institute of Experimental Physics
Ideal for scholars in physical sciences and space research, this institute
partners with global organizations on cutting-edge experiments.

Institute of Ethnology and Social Anthropology

A go-to center for exploring Central European identities, cultural memory,
and social transformation — particularly relevant for scholars in anthropology
and post-socialist studies.

Institute of Political Science
A key institute for those studying democratic transition, EU integration,
and governance in Central and Eastern Europe.

Institute of History

A leading center for historical research, focusing on Slovak, Central
European, and transnational history from the Middle Ages to the present.
Key research areas include political and social history, memory and
identity, religious and urban history, and Slovakia’s role in Europe. The
institute emphasizes archival work, interdisciplinary methods, and international
collaboration, making it a valuable destination for U.S. scholars in East-Central
European and comparative historical studies.

For Fulbright scholars, SAV is more than a host — it’s a launchpad for discovery, impact,
and deep engagement with Slovakia’s academic and societal landscape.

Scan to explore the full list of accredited
Slovak higher education institutions,
including program offerings :

and contact details
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https://www.portalvs.sk/en/
https://websrv.saske.sk/uef/en/
https://uesa.sav.sk/en/home/
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What Type of

Fulbright Award
Is Right for You?
Explore our awards:
Fulbright
U.S. Scholar
Fulbright Award
Specialist
Awarg ~ulloright
U.S. Student

~Ubright English V&

leaching Assistant

Awara Fuloright
Schuman
Award



Fulbright U.S.
Scholar Program

Bring Your Expertise in Slovakia

The U.S. Scholar Program enables American academics, researchers, artists, and
professionals to teach, conduct research, or pursue a combination of both in Slovakia.
Fully funded, it offers a unique opportunity to share your expertise while deepening
academic and cultural ties between the U.S. and Slovakia.

What can you do as a Fulbright scholar?

Our award is designed to support a flexible range of professional activities:

+  Teaching undergraduate or graduate courses at accredited Slovak HEIs

. Conducting collaborative research with Slovak scholars, labs, and research teams
+  Combining teaching and research

+  Pursuing artistic or practice-based projects in creative or applied fields

Fulbright scholars may engage with host institutions in many different ways — assist with
curriculum design, institutional capacity-building, or policy advising as well as deliver
lectures to the local and wider public. Innovative and interdisciplinary proposals that
promote exchange and impact are highly welcome.

All academic disciplines are accepted, including humanities, social sciences, STEM,
arts, education, health, business, and beyond.

How do you find an appropriate host institution?

+  You should identify a Slovak institution that aligns with your academic and professional
goals. The Fulbright Commission works closely with applicants to help determine the
most suitable host institution based on academic fit and project objectives.

+  You are strongly encouraged to obtain an invitation letter from a potential host
institution, although it is not required.

Explore institutional opportunities via the U.S.— Slovak Cooperation
Map, a publicly accessible online platform that showcases the growing
network of partnerships between Slovak and U.S. institutions across
education, research, and innovation.
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Who can apply?

+  Tenured and tenure-track U.S. faculty

+  Early-career academics seeking international experience

. Researchers, scientists, and professionals

+  Accomplished artists and creative practitioners

+  Community college faculty and independent scholars with demonstrated expertise

How long is the grant period?
3 to 5 months

How many awards are available?
Up to 5 awards

What benefits does the Fulbright award include?

*  Monthly stipend

+  Housing allowance depending on the placement

*  Round-trip international travel allowance

+  Professional allowance to help you cover expenses to obtain a national visa
+  Dependent monthly allowance for spouse and/or children

+  Visa sponsorship and administrative support

+  ASPE — alimited health and accident coverage

Beyond award benefits

You'll receive robust support before and during your grant—and your family is part of

the experience, too.

+  Pre-departure orientation (PDO): Delivered online, this comprehensive session
helps you prepare for life and work in Slovakia before you board your flight.

+ In-country orientation: Shortly after arrival in September, you'll take part in a multi-day
orientation in Bratislava to meet fellow grantees, local experts, and the Commission
team. You'll learn about Slovak culture, education, safety, healthcare, and more.

+  Mid-year conference: A highlight of the year that brings together the full Fulbright
cohort to reflect, reconnect, and share progress and experiences — all in a welcoming
and scenic setting.

+  Cultural, social, and networking opportunities

+ Inter-Country Travel Grant: You may apply for a short travel grant allowing you to
lecture or collaborate in neighboring countries — broadening impact and professional
connections across Europe.

+  Global Fulbright Network: You'll gain lifelong access to an international community
of Fulbright alumni.

Learn more about the Fulbright
U.S. Scholar Program
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Business Poet, Lecturer, Translator
“I have been teaching for over ten years,
but this was my first opportunity to

work with Graduate Students teaching
courses like U.S. Ethnic Literatures and
Creative Writing. The Fulbright Scholar
in Slovakia experience was not only
invaluable for my cultural research as

a poet and translator, but also further
shaping my path as an educator. | truly
felt at home in Slovakia.”

Architecture Professor Emeritus,
California Polytechnic State
University

“I was warmly received by new
colleagues in the riverfront foothills of
the Carpathians in eastern Slovakia.

I developed new classes on
embodiment in architecture and
aesthetics of the built environment in
America, working with undergraduate
and graduate students in English, some
of whom | still correspond with. My
research in the surrounding small rural
villages focused on four-hundred-year-
-old wooden churches and their care
by the villagers across two world wars,
the socialist era, heritage tourism, and
UNESCO recognition, and has led to
presentations at eight conferences and
four publications to date.”

Artist, Educator, Craftsperson
“My Slovak experience began well
before | arrived in the country, with
the staff at the Fulbright office eager
to help me connect with peers in an
environment that would benefit my
project. The breadth of engagement
| encountered with Slovak art forms
and artists — both traditional and
contemporary — expanded my world.
| discovered a creative community
deeply invested in bringing

together people and expression,

full of curiosity and intelligence.
From my central base in Zilina to
Bratislava, Kosice and beyond, art
offered passage into mutual cultural
understanding.”



Bringing Family Along: Fulbright Dependent
Support

For the purposes of the Fulbright grant, a dependent is defined as a spouse and/or
a child under the age of 21.

Financial support

Fulbright Slovakia supports scholars bringing family members by offering a monthly
dependent allowance, which varies based on the number of accompanying dependents.
This allowance is available only if the dependents accompany the grantee for at
least 80 percent of the grant period. In addition, scholars receive a partial travel
allowance to help cover international airfare costs for spouses and/or children, a visa
fee waiver, and an allowance for visa appointments.

A safe and welcoming environment for families

Slovakia is a safe, family-oriented country rooted in strong community values. Children
are warmly welcomed in daily life—whether in cafés, museums, parks, or on public
transportation — and families often find the local rhythm to be supportive, inclusive,
and low-stress.

Education options for school-aged children

For scholars arriving with children, Slovakia offers a range of schooling options. In
major cities like Bratislava, KoSice, and Trnava, there are international and bilingual
schools that provide instruction in English or follow globally recognized curricula such
as IB, British, or American models —helping ensure academic continuity during your
stay. These are typically private schools, and tuition fees will vary.

Alternatively, families may choose to enroll children in local public or private schools,
where the language of instruction is typically Slovak. Some institutions offer bilingual
programs or language support to help international students integrate smoothly.
Younger children can also attend high-quality preschools and kindergartens, many of
which focus on play-based learning in nurturing environments.

A balanced life for scholars and families

With walkable cities, affordable healthcare, abundant green spaces, and a slower,
more balanced pace of life, Slovakia offers an enriching setting where professional
and family life can thrive together.
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Professor of Law, Marquette
University School of Law

“This is a life-changing experience. The
extraordinary generosity of Slovaks—
from colleagues hosting us in their
homes and new friends sharing hidden
local treasures, to my son's hockey
coaches (literally) embracing him and
showing him that big, strong men can
be tender, fun, and tough—has shown
us what true hospitality means. My
family will forever carry this lesson

of empathy and inclusion, having
experienced firsthand what it means to
be welcomed as outsiders.”

Freelance Creative Director
“Bringing my family to Slovakia for my
Fulbright was one of the best decisions
we made. The country’s warmth,

rich cultural heritage, and stunning
landscapes made our experience both
enriching and enjoyable. My son was
welcomed everywhere—from coffee
shops and restaurants to my university
— and the abundance of child-friendly
spaces turned what could have been a
challenging transition into a rewarding
experience for our whole family.”



Fulbright
Specialist Program

Make a Short-Term, High-Impact
Contribution in Slovakia

The Fulbright Specialist Program offers experienced U.S. academics and professionals
the opportunity to undertake short-term, project-based exchanges at Slovak institutions.
Designed for targeted, high-impact collaborations, this program allows you to share your
expertise, strengthen institutional capacity, and foster long-term connections — all within
a flexible time frame of 2 to 6 weeks.

It’s the ideal opportunity for professionals balancing academic calendars, institutional
roles, or personal commitments. You can make a global difference without committing
to a long-term grant.

What can you do as a Fulbright Specialist?

The award is designed to accommodate a broad and adaptable set of professional
engagements:

+  Delivering lectures, seminars, and workshops

+  Curriculum design and academic program development

+  Training and mentoring of faculty, staff, or administrators

* Institutional planning and capacity building

+  Development of educational or technical resources

+  Participating in academic conferences or symposia

Specialists contribute to focused, institution-driven projects designed to advance strategic
goals. All projects emphasize collaboration, sustainability, and mutual learning.
Disciplines include — but are not limited to — education, STEM, business, health, public
administration, the arts, and technology.

How can you become a Fulbright Specialist?

To participate, you must first be accepted to the Fulbright Specialist
Roster — a pool of pre-approved experts maintained by the U.S. Depart-
ment of State and World Learning. Learn more:
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How long is the grant period?
Between 14 and 42 days, including travel, weekends, and holidays.

Projects may originate from either individual specialists or Slovak institutions; however,
the Slovak host institution must submit the application for a Fulbright Specialist. Projects
fall into two categories:
+  Open Projects: The institution proposes a project and is matched with a rostered
Specialist
Named Projects: The institution nominates a specific Specialist from the roster

Once matched, the Fulbright Commission facilitates all administrative support and
ensures alignment between institutional needs and your professional expertise.

What benefits does the Fulbright award include?
Fulbright Specialists to Slovakia receive comprehensive support to ensure a rewarding
and well-supported exchange:

Round-trip international travel to and from Slovakia

Daily honorarium for the full duration of the grant

Lodging, meals, and local transportation

ASPE — a limited health and accident coverage

On-site support from host partners and the Fulbright Commission




Charles Alaimo

Managing Director, Human
Resources at Group One

Trading, LP

“My time as a Fulbright Specialist
based in Bratislava was life changing.
This was my first time in Slovakia and
I really did not know what to expect.
Upon arriving, | quickly felt at home.

| learned so much about the history
and the tenacity of the people of this
great country. | wouldn't trade

the experience for anything

and cannot wait

to come back.”

Samer Hamdar

Civil and Environmental
Engineering Professor,

The George Washington
University

“A warm experience in a beaultiful
city facilitated by a hardworking
academic community... These
few words summarize my visit
to the University of Zilina. The
diverse expertise of the hosting
team and the accommodations
made to make me feel at home
were beyond expectation. | will
always cherish the kindness of
the people and the beauty

of the nature of Slovakia.”



Fulbright U.S.
Student Program

Launch Your Global Journey
in Slovakia

The Fulbright U.S. Student Program invites recent graduates, master’s and doctoral
students to pursue academic or creative projects in Slovakia. This fully funded opportunity
empowers young Americans to deepen their expertise, gain international perspective,
and contribute meaningfully to Slovak institutions and communities.

What can you do as a Fulbright student?

You have the flexibility to tailor your grant around your interests and academic goals.

Common project types include:

+ Independent research under the guidance of Slovak academic or professional
mentors

+  Graduate coursework or participation in formal academic programs

+  Artistic or practice-based projects, including performance, design, or creative
writing

+  Fieldwork and community engagement, especially in areas like education,
health, or sustainability

+  Projects that blend multiple modes, such as combining research with classes
or public outreach

The award supports both academic rigor and creative exploration.

How do you find an appropriate host institution?

+  You should identify a Slovak institution that aligns with your research or study
goals. The Fulbright Commission works closely with applicants to help identify the
most suitable host institution based on academic fit and project goals.

*  You are strongly encouraged to obtain an invitation letter from a potential host
institution, although it is not required.

Explore institutional opportunities via the U.S.— Slovak Cooperation Map,
a publicly accessible online platform that showcases the growing network of
partnerships between Slovak and U.S. institutions across education, research,
and innovation.
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Who can apply?
+  Recent graduates with a bachelor's degree
+  Current master‘s or doctoral students seeking research or study opportunities abroad

How long is the grant period?
9 months, typically beginning in September and ending in May, aligned with
the academic year

How many awards are available?
Up to 2 open study/research awards

Projects in all academic disciplines are encouraged. Slovak language skills are not
required to apply — many institutions provide English-language supervision and support.

What benefits does the Fulbright award include?

*  Monthly stipend

*  Round-trip international travel allowance

«  Professional allowance to help you cover expenses to obtain a national visa
+  Visa sponsorship and administrative support

+  ASPE - a limited health and accident coverage

Beyond award benefits

You'll receive robust support before and during your grant.

+  Pre-departure orientation (PDO): Delivered online, this comprehensive session
helps you prepare for life and work in Slovakia before you board your flight.

+  In-country orientation: Shortly after arrival in September, you'll take part in a multi-day
orientation in Bratislava to meet fellow grantees, local experts, and the Commission
team. You'll learn about Slovak culture, education, safety, healthcare, and more.

+  Mid-year conference: A highlight of the year that brings together the full Fulbright
cohort to reflect, reconnect, and share progress and experiences — all in a welcoming
and scenic setting.

+  Cultural, social, and networking opportunities

*  You may be invited to exclusive thematic seminars organized by Fulbright partner
commissions in Europe, such as the EU/NATO Seminar or Young Leaders Seminar
where you’'ll engage with policymakers, diplomats, and fellow students on current
global challenges.

+  Global Fulbright Network: You'll gain lifelong access to an international
community of Fulbright alumni.

Learn more about the Fulbright
U.S. Student Program
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Student and Research
Assistant, The Fletcher School
of Law and Diplomacy

“In Slovakia, | was able to
represent my country to many
who had never met an American
before— a huge honor that made
me lifelong friends and memories.
Slovakia is a small country but
has a lot of regional diversity. You
will find extensive hospitality, with
many eager to share food, drinks,
laughs, and time with you. Young
Slovaks are very involved and

| enjoyed hearing their
perspectives on world events.”

PhD Candidate in Archeology,
The University of Alabama
“Spending a year researching

in Slovakia with Fulbright was

an amazing experience. | was
able to work with an expert in my
field at an excellent university
and was welcomed by the entire
department. | learned new
methodologies, made great strides
with my research, and met many
scholars that | now collaborate
with. All of that with the backdrop
of Slovakia’s beautiful nature.”



Fulbright English
Teaching Assistant
Program

Teach, Learn, and Live
in Slovakia

The Fulbright English Teaching Assistant (ETA) Program in Slovakia invites recent U.S.
graduates to spend 10 months living and working in Slovakia. As an ETA, you'll assist in
English instruction at Slovak secondary schools while promoting mutual understanding
between the U.S. and Slovakia.

It's not just a teaching role — it’s a transformative cultural exchange that builds cross-
border friendships, fosters professional growth, and contributes to global citizenship.

What will you do as an English Teaching Assistant?

You will support local English teachers and serve as cultural ambassadors in Slovak

classrooms. Your responsibilities may include:

+  Assisting with English instruction in diverse classroom settings

+  Sharing American culture and values through conversation and classroom activities

+  Leading extracurricular clubs and events, such as debate teams, creative writing
groups, or holiday programs

+  Mentoring students on projects, competitions, or study abroad opportunities

+  Building community ties by participating in civic or cultural activities outside school

What type of school will you teach at?

You will teach at the following types of Slovak secondary schools:

+  Grammar Schools (Gymnazium): Highly competitive, academically oriented
secondary schools that prepare students for university studies. (These schools
may resemble U.S. college preparatory high schools).

+  Vocational Secondary Schools: Focused on professional and technical training
in specific fields such as education, healthcare, the arts, economics, gastronomy,
or engineering. Many of these schools also offer pathways to higher education.
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Where will you be placed?

You will be placed in one of 8 Slovakian regions — offering a rich variety of experiences
— from small, tradition-filled towns to vibrant urban centers. Each school is selected for
its strong commitment to hosting and mentoring ETAs.

Presav

Trencin
Kofice

Banska Bystrica

Who can apply?

+  Students who will hold a bachelor’s degree by the start of the grant

+  Open-minded, adaptable individuals excited to engage with students and immerse
themselves in local communities

No prior teaching experience or Slovak language skills are required, though an
interest in language, youth development, or international education is strongly encouraged.
We seek applicants who demonstrate strong interpersonal skills, cultural sensitivity, and
a passion for education. Many candidates aspire to become educators, policymakers,
non-profit leaders, international affairs professionals, or culturally curious global citizens.

How long is the grant period?
10 months — aligning with the Slovak school year from September 1 to June 30

How many awards are available?
Up to 16 ETA awards
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What benefits does the Fulbright award include?

Monthly stipend

Round-trip international travel allowance

Professional allowance to help you cover expenses to obtain a national visa
Visa sponsorship and administrative support

ASPE — a limited health and accident coverage

Beyond award benefits
You'll receive robust support before and during your grant.

Pre-departure orientation (PDO): Delivered online, this comprehensive session
helps you prepare for life and work in Slovakia before you board your flight.
In-country orientation: Shortly after arrival in September, you’ll take part in a
multi-day orientation in Bratislava to meet fellow grantees, local experts, and the
Commission team. You'll learn about Slovak culture, education, safety, healthcare,
and more.

Mid-year conference: A highlight of the year that brings together the full Fulbright
cohort to reflect, reconnect, and share progress and experiences — all in a welcoming
and scenic setting.

Cultural, social, and networking opportunities

You may be invited to exclusive thematic seminars organized by Fulbright partner
commissions in Europe, such as the EU/NATO Seminar or Young Leaders
Seminar where you’ll engage with policymakers, diplomats, and fellow students
on current global challenges.

Global Fulbright Network: You'll gain lifelong access to an international community
of Fulbright alumni.

What can you gain from the ETA experience?

Teaching and public speaking skills in a foreign classroom

Cultural fluency and language exposure in a Central European context
Leadership and adaptability through immersive community living
Professional development via host support and Fulbright programming

Learn more about the Fulbright
English Teaching Assistant Program
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ETA in Dubnica nad Vahom
“These ten months may seem like
a long time but in reality it goes
by quickly. When an opportunity
presents itself, whether that's
through your school or with your
fellow Fulbrighters, say yes! There
are so many incredible things that
the country and the Slovak people
have to offer and there is no better
time to experience them than
when you're there!”

ETA in Dunajska Streda

“The Fulbright program is an incredible
opportunity to really understand a place
and its people. Spending 10 months

in my adopted home allowed me to
develop meaningful relationships with
people who gave me a window into new
ways of thinking and seeing the world.
And having the opportunity to speak
with people who experienced events
that | had only read about has enriched
my understanding of history. As a result,
my perspective on issues from the
global level down to the local level has
been broadened.”

ETA in Roznava

“Fulbright, and more specifically,
the Slovak Fulbright Commission,
has provided me with a community
of peers who quickly became
lifelong friends. Fulbright enabled
me to broaden my cultural and
professional horizons as | lived
and taught in Slovakia while taking
advantage of opportunities to
explore every corner of a country
that became my second home.*




Fulbright Schuman
Program

Study Europe Through
an EU Lens

Dive into the heart of Europe with the Fulbright Schuman Program — designed for U.S.
scholars and students who wish to study, research, or lecture on a topic relevant to
U.S.-EU relations, European Union Policy, or EU institutions.

What makes this program unique? You have the freedom to pursue comparative research
across two or more EU countries—including the dynamic and rapidly evolving nation
of Slovakia.

Why choose Slovakia?

Located at the crossroads of Europe, Slovakia offers a vantage point for understanding
the EU’s eastern expansion, democratic reforms, and integration challenges. As a full EU
and Schengen member, Slovakia provides both a strategic base and an underexplored
case study — ideal for research that aims to impact both European and transatlantic
policy conversations.

What types of Fulbright Schuman awards are available?
+  Student Study/Research Grants

Pursue independent research or graduate-level study in an EU topic

of your choice.

Visiting Scholar Research Grants

Collaborate with European universities and think tanks as you explore

key U.S.-EU issues.

Innovation Award

For creative projects that push boundaries in EU studies, policy, or technology.

The Fulbright Schuman Award is administered by the Fulbright Commission in Belgium,
and applications must be submitted through Fulbright Belgium.

As Fulbright Schuman fellow, you will receive full administrative support from Fulbright
Slovakia, ensuring a smooth and enriching experience on the ground.
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With the combined support of both commissions, you’ll gain access to valuable networks
and institutions that will help your project thrive — while contributing to Europe’s future
and bringing those insights back home.

Ready to begin?
If you are interested to apply, we advise you to contact Fulbright Belgium or Fulbright
Slovakia for additional information and support.
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Learn more about the Fulbright
Schuman Program
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Slovakia in Figures:

Population: 5,4 mil. (similar to Minnesota or South Carolina)

Area: 19,000 sqg miles (roughly equal to Vermont and New Hampshire combined)
Capital: Bratislava

Official language: Slovak

Government: Parliamentary democracy

Membership: EU — Eurozone & Schengen Area, NATO, UN, OECD, WHO
Currency: Euro (EUR)

GDP: approx. 132.9 billion USD (2023)

Average Gross Monthly Salary: €1,545 (2024)

Did You Know?
Car Production per Capita
Slovakia produces more cars per person than any other country in the world.
With a population of just over 5 million, it manufactures over 1 million vehicles
annually.

«  Castles per Capita
While exact rankings vary, Slovakia is often cited among the top countries in the
world for castles per capita, with over 100 preserved castles and many more
ruins — remarkable for its size.

+ High Tatras’ Caves and Biodiversity
Slovakia’s Dobs$ina Ice Cave was the first ice cave in Europe to be included on
the UNESCO World Heritage List. It's one of the world’s oldest known ice caves
open to the public.

Michael Strank, one of
the six U.S. Marines in the
iconic Raising the Flag on
Iwo Jima photograph, was
born in Jarabina, Slovakia.
He immigrated to the U.S.
as a child and became

a decorated Marine
sergeant — a powerful
symbol of the Slovak-
-American connection
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